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The Brilliance of Photography

A Sense of Freedom.

A Contemporary Group Event
The Contemporary Group of the Royal Photographic Society is organising a weekend event with eight major name photographers talking about their personal photographic projects and the role of contemporary art photography today and in the past. This prestigious event will be held at the Cheltenham Film Studios on Saturday and Sunday 23rd-24th May 2009. 

      A print appraisal session for a number of our attendee’s work is also planned for the Saturday evening. A book sales table with several of our speaker’s published books is planned.

Our speakers will include -

On Saturday:  10.00am – 5.30pm

Gerry Badger, opening speaker at the event with a talk on the major post-World War II photographers.

Gerry Badger is a well respected photo historian and critic. Co-author (with Martin Parr) of the two volume The Photobook: A History, he has also curated a number of exhibitions, including ‘Through the Looking Glass’ post-war British Photography for the Barbican Arts Centre, London. His other published books include Collecting Photography (2003), The Genius of Photography (2007), linked with the recent BBC4 television series of the same title and books on Eugene Atgét and Chris Killip.

Stephen Gill, whose recent publications Hackney Flowers and Archaeology in Reverse feature the area of East London around Hackney. 

‘Stephen Gill is emerging as a major force in British photography’
… Martin Parr
‘Stephen Gill has learnt this: to haunt the places that haunt him. His photo-accumulations demonstrate a tender vision factored out of experience; alert, watchful, not overeager, wary of that mendacious conceit, ‘closure’. There is always flow, momentum, the sense of a man passing through a place that delights him. Then he remounts the bicycle and away. What I like about Stephen Gill is that he has learnt to give us only as much as we need, the bones of the bones of the bones’ … Iain Sinclair

www.stephengill.co.uk 

John Blakemore Hon FRPS will show his recent work in Domestic Spaces.

John is one of England’s leading landscape photographers.  His unique and elegant photographic style has been used in areas as diverse as documentary, portraiture, landscape, still life and Polaroid colour.  His work is included in many public collections in Great Britain, the USA and Scandanavia.  He has held one-man exhibitions all over the world.  Four monographs of his work have been published and he has given public workshops for over 25 years establishing himself as one of the UK’s best-known teachers of photography.  He has taught photography at the University of Derby for many years and is now Emeritus Professor of Photography.  He holds an MA in film studies and in 1992 he won the prestigious Fox Talbot Award for his series ‘The Garden Fragments of a History’.

Richard Sadler Hon FRPS. 
Richard, with Peter James, was responsible for discovering an unknown collection of the work of Bill Brandt.  This resulted in him printing an exhibition set of this work from the original negatives and the joint authorship of a book on Brandt with Peter James.  As a practicing photographer his work has been shown in the UK, Australia, China, and Spain.  Examples of his work are in various photographic collections in the UK and USA.  Richard has been a selector and judge of professional and international photographic exhibitions.  He holds an MA in Graphic Design and an Honorary Doctorate in Professional Practice by the University of Derby and was recently awarded a Fenton Medal by the RPS.  He is the past Contemporary Photography Group Chair.  Richard’s talk is entitled ‘From Today Photography is Dead’.

On Sunday:  10.00am – 4.00pm approx.

Peter Kennard.  Born in London in 1949, Peter Kennard studied at the Slade and the Royal College of Art.  His work is known internationally, being shown in galleries on the streets, in newspapers in magazines and books.  His works are in many major public collections including The British Museum, the Victoria & Albert Museum, The Imperial War Museum, the 

Science Museum and The Arts Council of England.  He has had several books published and has had various solo exhibitions (for further information see website).  Peter is Senior Tutor in photography at the Royal College of Art and plans to present some of his recent political commentary work.

www.peterkennard.com
Bill Jackson.  Bill has been working as a photographer in the fine arts for over 25 years.  He was represented by the Photographers Gallery in London where he also, in the 1980’s, had a one-man show.  He was also involved in one man and group shows at Ffotgallery, Cardiff, Impressions Gallery, York and the Brno Museum in Prague.  In 1986 he moved away from stills based work and spent 20 years working in film, video and multimedia.  Bill Jackson after teaching lens based and interactive media in British art schools for 25 years took early retirement in 2006.  Since then he has returned to the photographic print and moved away from the moving image and the World Wide Web.  His photographs have been selected for many international exhibitions and he has won several prizes including the Toray Creative Digital Art Award in Japan in 2006.  He works from his studios in London and Suffolk.  In 2008 on his first submission to the Royal Academy Summer Exhibition, his work was selected and hung; a significant achievement for any artist.

www.billjackson.biz 

Daniel Meadows was a prime mover in the new documentary photography movement of 1970s Britain. Today he teaches Participatory Media and Photography at Cardiff University. Previously he taught with David Hurn on the Documentary Photography course at Newport School of Art and Design.  In 2001 he took the idea of Digital Storytelling to the BBC where, for five years, he was creative director of the award winning Capture Wales, a project which has been described as "the most ambitious of all the BBC's user generated content offerings". He has travelled widely lecturing and been described by the American commentator J. D. Lasica as an icon of the Digital Storytelling movement.  His talk is entitled ‘Pictures that talk: photo-documentary in the multimedia age’.

www.photobus.co.uk 

Paul Hill MBE Hon. FRPS, who will be a guest of the Contemporary Group, will round up the weekend with a summary on Sunday.  Paul is Professor of Photography, Course Leader of the MA Photography course, De Montfort University, Leicester, mentors MAIS students and supervises MPhil.  PhD candidates.

This unique event should be of major interest to photographers with a wide range of interests, and will be open to all, whether or not they are RPS members. You are invited to express your interest in attending and to reserve a place as numbers are expected to be limited.  A booking form is with this programme, is available on request or can be downloaded from the website of the Contemporary Group www.rpscontemporary.org 

Local accommodation is available if required, with the Cheltenham Travelodge directly adjacent to the Cheltenham Film Studios, Arle Court, Hatherley Lane, Cheltenham (www.manorbythelake.co.uk) 

Contact – Avril Harris, Group events organiser, 

92 Old Park Ridings, Grange Park, London, N21 2ES  

(email avrilrharris@blueyonder.co.uk )

Travelodge contact details -

Travelodge Cheltenham Hotel, Golden Valley Roundabout, Hatherley Lane, Cheltenham, GL51 6TA

Tel: 0871 984 6202, Fax:01242 241 748

On-line bookings at -
    www.travelodge.co.uk/search_and_book/hotel_overview.php?hotel_id=84 

The Brilliance of Photography

23rd-24th May 2009

Booking Form

Please complete this form and send with your deposit of £25 per person to secure a place at this event. Cheques to be payable to ‘RPS Contemporary Group’. Payments in full may also be sent if you prefer. (£90 for both days, members of the Contemporary Group £75.  Sat only £55 (Group members £45).  Sun only £45 (Group members £40).  Portfolio reviews £10.

Send completed form and payments to Avril Harris, 92 Old Park Ridings, Grange Park London N21 2ES 
email; avrilrharris@blueyonder.co.uk.    

Telephone   020 8360 7996.

Please print –

Name

Address line 1 

Address line 2 

Town 



Postcode 
  

Country (if not UK)

email 



Number of people attending:

Saturday & Sunday

Saturday only

Sunday only

Portfolio.  Will you be bringing prints for appraisal? (It is suggested a maximum of 12 prints are brought)

Note that places for this are limited and we therefore cannot guarantee your work will be seen. Places will be reserved in the order of reservation/booking for The Brilliance of Photography event. These reviews are planned to take place on the Saturday evening at the Travelodge hotel.



Yes…


No…


I enclose my/our cheque for £ ………   (payable to RPS Contemporary Group)

Signed …




Date …

NB.  Attendees are responsible for making their own hotel reservations for this event where required.

